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Lesson Five: Hearing God’s Voice
waSamuel in the Temple.....

n the last lesson e talked about prayer, purticularly about the importance of praving through pain and hearlache with the
onfidence that our God is m control and that He is always gracious foward us.  This morning owr atleniion turns from
peaking to God in prayer to Hhe responsibility we have to lisfen fo the Lovd when He cpeaks to us:  Consequently, we'll
nake some apphicasions both to our approach to public worship and group Bible study (such ns we're doing now), and also
o persomal Bible study and devotion time.

scripture References: | Sammuel 3:1-21

+H+++F
niroducHon:

As-a child, did you ever runinto vour parents’ room at night after & mehtmare? Do you remember what
roubled you? Do you ever have trouble getting to sleep now?
setting into the Word and Applying It to our Lives
x2  How is Eli described here?
45 How would you charactenze Ssmuel = relationship o ELi?
5 What did Samuel assunie about e voice he heard at mipht? .||"'|'Fh‘p'-?-
Why did the lLord speak () the boy, Samuel, and not the hilgh priest, Eli?
29 How did Eli instruct Samuel to react 1o the voice he heard?

How did Eli know it was ihe voice of the Lord speaking to Samuel?

When you pray, do you pray with the athtude: “"Speak, Lord, for Your servant is listening”? Or
“Listen, Lord, Your servant is speaking”?

Does the Lord speak directly to people today, as He did with Samual?
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How do you hear God's voice in yvour life?

313 What reasons did God give for judging Eli so harshly?
Give a good definition for repentance that is pleasing to God.
Has the Lord recently convicted you of some sin? How did vou react?

318  What was Eli's reaction to the prophecy concerning himself and his descendants?
If you were Eli, how would you have reacted to the message Samuel brought?

319 What does itmean Lhat Samuel “lel none of his words fall to the ground”? How does that compare
with Eli? ... with you?

3:119-21 What was Samuel’s relationship with God after God first spoke.to him?

For Further Discussion;

Why can it sometimes be hard for you to be honest with another person (as Samuel was with Eli)?

On'a scale of one 1o five....one being “1 volunteer for service”, and five being “1 wait to be drafted”... . where
would you fall? '

I5 is ever okay to lie in order to sparc someone’s feelings?

Complete this thought “The best way for me to listen to God's voice is *

I Samuel 3

The boy Samuel was ministering (o the Lord in the presence of Eli. The word of the Lord was rare in those
davs, Prophetic vision was not common.

2 Now ithappened thal Lli's eyes had begun to grow dim, so that he could not see. Once when Eli was lying
down in his place 3 and God's lamp had not yet gone oul, Samuel was lying down in the Lord's temple, where

God’s ark was. 4 The Lord called Samuel, and Samuel said, T am here.” 5 He ran to Eli and said, “1 am here,
since you called me.”

Eli said, "1 did not call. Tie down again.” So he went and lay down.
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6 Then the Lord called once more, “Samuel!”
50 Samuel gotup and went to Eli and said, “T am here, since you called me,”
He answered, “1 did not call, my son. Lie down again.”

7 Now Samuel had not yet experienced the T.ord’s presence,[a] thatis, the word of the T.ord had not vet been
revealed to him.,

8 The Lord called Samuel for the third Hme. So he gotup and went o Eli and said, “Iam herg, since you called

m.

Then Eli realized that the Lord was calling the young man. 9 So Eli said to Samuel, “Go, lie down, and if he
calls you, say, ‘Speak, l.ord, for your servant is listening.”

50 Samuel went and once again lay down in his place, 10 The Lord came and stood there and called as he had
the other limes, “Samuel! Samuel!”

Then Samuel said, “Speak, for your servantis listening.”

11 The Lord said to Samuel, “Look, [ am going o do something in Israel that will make both ears of evervone
who hears about it tingle. 12 On that day | am going lo carry oul against Eli everything that T have spoken
against his house, from beginning, to end. 13 | have told him that [ am going to judge his house forover becanse
of their guilty behavior, which he knew aboul. This will happen becaise his sons brought a curse on
themselves, and he did not restrain them, 14 [ have sworn to the house of Eli that the guilt of Eli's house shall
never be atoned (orwith sacrifice or offering.”

15 50 Samuel lay there until morning.[b] Then he opened the doors to the Lord's house. Samuel was atraid to
tell Illi about the vision. 16 But El called to Samuel, “Samuel, my son!”

He said, "1 am here.”

17 Eli said, “What is the message that he has spoken (o you? Please do not hide it from me. May God punish
vou severely and double it [c] if you hide from me one word of all of the things that he spoke o you.”

18 50 Samuel told him everything and hid nothing from him.

Fli said, “He is the Lord. Let him do whatever is good in his eyes,”

19 Samuel continued to grow, and the Lord was with him. The Lord letnone of his words fall to the ground, 20
So-all Israel [rom Dan to Beersheba knew that Samuel was confirmed as a prophet of the Lord. 21 The Lord

continued to appear in Shiloh, because at Shiloh the Lord revealed himself to Samuel by the word of the Lord.
5o Samuel was confirmed as a prophet of the Lord for all Israel, from one end of the land to the other end.
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